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STUDENT PUBLICATIONS IN HIGH SCHOOLS 



W. C. REAVIS 
University High School, University of Chicago 



In connection with the reorganization of the curriculum in terms 
of the demands of the out-of-school life of the pupils, it is significant 
to note the progress that has been made along the line of vital 
written work in the high school. This progress does not bear the 
earmarks of training of the belles lettres type so commonly offered 
in college preparatory courses. It shows rather the direct influences 
of the enriched materials of the reorganized content courses of the 
curriculum, the changed spirit of the school, and the results of 
participation in extra-curricular activities. 

Perhaps the most important single factor responsible for this 
stimulation of written English work is the provision of a ready 
medium of communication through high-school journalism. Ten 
or fifteen years ago few school papers were published, except in 
the larger high schools. Now student publications of some kind 
or other exist in practically all high schools. These publications 
differ widely in character. However, we find among them examples 
of most of the publications of the social and political world, with 
here and there an outstanding paper. 

It is the purpose of this article (i) to discuss briefly the major 
problems involved in the publication of high-school papers, (2) 
to evaluate their functions, and (3) to describe the types of publica- 
tions generally found. 

Some people insist that every high school should have a paper. 
Many principals have acquiesced in this sentiment and have later 
regretted their action. Whether or not a high school should 
undertake the publication of a paper is a question of serious concern 
and one that should not be decided until it has been definitely ascer- 
tained that the major problems involved can be satisfactorily met. 

In the first place, some adult member of the school, capable 
and willing to assume the responsiblity of directing the project, 
must be secured for adviser. The success of the paper depends 
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upon this individual. If he allows material from the student body- 
to go into print uncensored, the value of the paper to the English 
work of the school may be entirely lost, and the morale of the 
school may be seriously impaired. He must direct the efforts of 
the enthusiastic contributors and hold them responsible for worthy 
standards of attainment. To maintain high standards of workman- 
ship without suppressing the originality and the spontaneity of 
the youthful contributors is a task that requires considerable 
tact and rare skill in constructive criticism. 

The adviser cannot take things for granted at any time. He 
must realize his responsibility to the school and must faithfully 
discharge it before any publication goes to press. Only in this 
way can the school be protected against contributions of doubtful 
or of negative value. 

In the second place, competent students must be secured 
for the positions of responsibility on the staff. Without the 
co-operation of well-qualified individuals acting as managing editor 
and business manager, the task of the faculty adviser would be 
too burdensome. Around these officers may be gathered a number 
of assistants of less marked ability who are capable of rendering 
valuable assistance to the leaders. The more responsible positions 
should never be filled by students who have no other qualification 
than social popularity or prestige. While this is a valuable asset, 
it must be supplemented by intelligence, industry, and interest 
in the phase of work to be undertaken if the success of the publica- 
tion is to be assured. The compensation will be unusual experience 
in business management, literary activities, and leadership. It is 
to be regretted that training of this type is not available for all 
through the regular curricular activities of the school. 

In the third place, the success of the undertaking will depend 
upon the ability of the student body and the school faculty to 
maintain the degree of sustained effort required to carry on the 
project. Momentary enthusiasm will not suffice if the publication 
is to appear at daily, weekly, or monthly intervals. The student 
body and the faculty cannot pass to the board of editors and the 
adviser the responsibility for the work of producing the paper. 
They must maintain a lively interest in the publication, must be 
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willing to work for it regularly, and must give united support. 
Without this the days and nights of the editors and of the adviser 
will be filled with trouble. 

The fourth problem to be settled relates to business management 
and includes a number of minor problems, none of which are very 
serious in themselves but which must be considered and properly 
arranged for before the success of the paper can be assured. A 
careful budget should be made up and underwritten, the managers 
selected, and a division of responsibility effected between the 
literary and managerial staffs. Questions relating to cost, printing, 
advertising, circulation, mechanical make-up, frequency of publica- 
tion, quality of paper, style of type, size of page, number of copies 
per issue, etc., can be left to the business managers and the faculty 
adviser. However, it is well to allow freedom of expression 
through the columns of the publication regarding changes that 
might result in improvement. The management will enjoy 
greater confidence on the part of the student body if a policy of 
open-mindedness to suggestions is maintained. 

Any publication that serves as a medium of communication 
for the school community, if prepared by the student body as a 
real record of interesting school happenings, and if properly edited, 
should have an important place among the activities of a modern 
high school. It should stimulate purposeful writing of the sort 
that has been greatly neglected by English teachers of the culturist 
type. Such writing should be natural to the majority of students 
who have ideas to express and the inclination and desire to com- 
municate their ideas to others. 

Teachers who are willing to encourage writing of this kind will 
find the school paper a great incentive to production. It makes 
available for themes and paragraphs the whole range of interests 
and activities of school life. The knowledge that approving friends 
may see and read in print the results of one's efforts encourages 
greater care in writing and the selection of topics that are of current 
interest to the school. Class meetings with their appeal to students 
of particular groups, athletic or other interschool contests with 
their interest for all, incidents of the classroom, events of the 
school day, mass meetings, or personal items may furnish material 
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for narrative or descriptive writing. The editorial column pro- 
vides a real incentive for writing of another type which may be 
just as natural and purposeful as that required in news items and 
stories. 

While the stimulus to vital English work may be regarded 
as the most important result of publication in a modern secondary 
school, the impetus given to school spirit, pride, and loyalty is 
a close second. Through the columns of the paper, ideals and 
sentiments may be developed that will raise the general tone of 
the school. 

Another value of the school paper not to be overlooked is the 
increase in the efficiency of the school through the opportunity 
provided for regular communication between faculty, student body, 
and parents. Important announcements, information regarding 
school policies, significant changes of any kind, and school or 
departmental progress can be placed before the school community 
in such form that proper assimilation of such matters can be made 
by every person concerned. As a result, school opinion can be 
more quickly and easily crystallized and school solidarity promoted 
through the influence of the school press. 

Nearly every high school considers it absolutely necessary 
to publish an "annual," containing the pictures of the Seniors, 
faculty members, class officers, and the officers of the various 
school organizations, with accounts of the outstanding activities 
and events of the school year, including interschool contests and 
miscellaneous matters of personal interest. The annual publica- 
tions vary greatly in different schools in make-up, quality, and size. 
Some constitute a very creditable yearly history of the school; 
others are a mere cineograph of a few outstanding social events of 
the school year; some are very elaborate and represent much time, 
labor, and expense; others are quite modest. 

The value of the annual publication has often been questioned 
on the ground that its influence is restricted and not commensurate 
with the cost and effort required. Furthermore, it is so largely 
devoted to upper classmen and to students of social prominence 
or popularity that it fails to interest the student body in general 
and as a result exerts no great influence on the school as a whole. 
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It should be pointed out that these faults are not necessarily 
inherent and can be corrected. The "annual" can be made to 
cover a much wider field of school activity without sacrificing the 
interests of the Senior class for which it is primarily published. 
It can be made a valuable yearbook of school history that will 
justify fully the efforts required on the part of the school to produce 
it and make it a success. 

An analysis of the contents of the monthly publications of 
various high schools reveals a type of publication entirely differ- 
ent from the "annuals" just described. The purpose of the 
"monthlies" is evidently to encourage contributions of literary 
value on the part of the students and to furnish representative, 
current reading material for the school. The contributions consist 
of stories, plays, descriptions, criticisms, poems, and jokes; and 
the contributors range from Freshmen to alumni. 

It seems that this type of publication has been appropriated 
by the English teachers as their pet child, and the responsibility 
for its editing rests with their department. Through this medium 
the English department has an unusual opportunity to display its 
choice models and to impress the entire student body with its 
standards. The fine points of the productions of known "flesh 
and blood " authors are certain to register with many of the youthful 
readers where classic models would fail. However, this apparent 
virtue may become a danger, if the columns of the school publica- 
tion are uncensored or allowed to be packed with inappropriate 
filler. 

On account of its great influence on the literary efforts of 
the students, the monthly publication should have a high standard 
of quality and should be permitted to vary in size according to 
the amount of available material of approved quality. In reality 
this publication should belong strictly to the belles lettres class 
and should provide space only for those students endowed with 
unusual literary talent. 

In all middle-sized and large high schools there is need for 
a medium of communication between school community, student 
body, faculty, and administrative office. Announcements from 
the assembly platform cannot cover the scope of information that 
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should be imparted to the students, and gossip can never take the 
place of well-written news. There is undoubtedly a place in the 
modern high school for a small weekly paper devoted exclusively 
to school news. Such a publication might well be modeled after 
the very best public newspapers of the day. It should be written 
by the student body, edited and managed by the students, and 
censored by a faculty adviser. 

The functions of the "weekly" are entirely different from 
those of the annual and monthly publications. It should give the 
"news." Unless one has been accustomed to a school newspaper, 
it may be thought that there is no demand for a publication of 
this character. This doubt will never be expressed by one who 
has become accustomed to a school newspaper and has then been 
deprived of it. It is surprising to see the amount of good whole- 
some news that can be produced by a school in a week's time. 
This news may include announcements and statements from the 
administrative office, the whole round of school happenings, and 
editorial comment on timely topics of school concern. 

The influence of such a publication in a school can hardly be 
evaluated. In addition to keeping the school community fully 
informed on all matters of importance within the school, it helps 
to unify the various activities of the student body, keeps alive 
the interest of the students in the ideals of the school, and plays 
an important part in the development of school spirit and opinion. 

The weekly newspaper stimulates and encourages contributions 
of the sort every student is capable of producing by offering a 
medium of expression and a community of readers to the student 
who has an important message. This message may come as the 
result of work in other departments of the school or from the play 
in the gymnasium or on the athletic field. The fact that it is told 
by some member of the student group increases the interest of 
the readers and encourages further effort on the part of the con- 
tributor. 

If a weekly paper has a distinct place in the high school, then 
a smaller paper of the same type published daily likewise may 
have a place. Such a publication would at once supplant the 
weekly paper, provided the school is large enough to support the 
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more ambitious project. There is no question regarding the need 
of a daily newspaper, especially in the large high schools, and 
there is no doubt about the ability of an energetic and enthusiastic 
student body under proper direction to produce and support a 
daily publication. In fact many middle-sized high schools publish 
daily papers which are a credit to school journalism. 

It is unnecessary to repeat the functions of the newspaper in 
the school. All that was said about the functions of a weekly paper 
may be reaffirmed with emphasis in support of a "daily." In 
addition, the "daily" has the advantages of providing more timely 
news and of supplying a more efficient medium of communication. 
The "daily" soon becomes an indispensable factor in the life of 
a school. 

The problem to be met in the publication of a daily paper is 
one of intensive work. It can be easily and readily solved by a 
proper division of responsibilities and by the co-ordination of effort. 
The faculty adviser and the editor-in-chief should have a staff for 
each day of the week, and each staff should be held responsible for 
the news of the twenty-four-hour period. The business manager 
must also have more assistants and "speed up" his program of 
work in order to perform a greater number of managerial duties. 
With an organization of this type the task is practically the same 
as in the publication of a "weekly." 

What shall the high school undertake in the field of journalism ? 
If successful experience is a reliable guide, the answer is simple. 
Journalism in the high school is an extra-curricular activity that 
may be employed to encourage written expression on the part of 
the entire student body, to develop qualities of leadership, and to 
contribute to the social organization, welfare, and administration 
of the school. In the large high schools annual, monthly, and 
daily publications may be maintained, with the activities of each 
restricted to the fields described in the foregoing pages. The 
medium-sized high schools should usually substitute a "weekly" 
for the "daily, " while in most of the smaller schools the newspaper 
should be omitted and the emphasis placed on the publication 
of the "annual" or the "monthly." 



